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very poor, who are closer to the needs of their brothers, do it con-
tinually. It is done between members of the same family, of the
same church congregation, of the same fraternal order, and happily,
because of bonds of many kinds between human beings, within
many other groups of people.

A central relief agency through which public funds are dis-
pensed can never, fortunately, do away with such expressions of
kind-heartedness and fellow feeling. But I can not be too emphatic
in maintaining, and I believe I am right, that an agency dispensing
outdoor relief and maintained wholly or in part from public funds,
should for many reasons, some of them quite obvious, keep exact
records of the persons asking aid, the reasons found on investigation
why help should be given or withheld, and the amount of aid given
in each case. The financial records of such a society should be
open at any time to the inspection of the authorities and to repu-
table tax-paying citizens. There is practically no danger of any
use of this investigating privilege from any wrong motive.

It is largely because the City Missionary Society believes that
its own activities should be private, though in order to act intelli-
gently it must often know what the Associated Charities has done
or is going to do in a given case, that proper co-operation between
the two has often proven impossible.

Dr. Porter states that none of the city appropriation goes to
the salary of any one connected with the organization, but all
directly to charity. Similarly, the Associated Charities might
maintain that none of the public money received by it from city
and county goes into salaries or other service, since more than the
total amount of administrative expense is raised from private
subscriptions. But, after all, that is a quibble; it is a matter of
individual "opinion" and construction whether one necessary part
of the work is paid for from one consignment of money put into a
common treasury or from another.

I believe that the City Missionary Society has, as has any
individual church society, the right to keep its relief work quite
private and unrevealed, even to deny itself and other social workers
the advantages of a " confidential exchange." But I do not believe
that a society maintained on those principles, and- which, as its